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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1,313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . 13 This communication is responsive to 3/31/2004 . 

2. M The allowed claim(s) is/are 5-9 and 11-20 . 

3. H The drawings filed on 11 March 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the bacic) of 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's submittal of an After- final amendment was received on March 3 1 , 2004, 
wherein claims 5, 1 1 and 17 were amended and claim 10 was cancelled. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 5-9 and 1 1-20 are allowed over the prior art. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: In regards to claims 5 
and 17, the Examiner believes that the prior art did not disclose wherein the driver-specified 
minimum time gap is modified to account for visibility condition by increasing the driver- 
specified minimum time gap using a first Knear coefficient representing visibility due to weather 
conditions and a second linear coefficient representing visibility due to brightness. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and^ to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to J, Allen Shriver whose telephone number is (703) 308-1224. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 7:30-6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian L. Johnson can be reached on (703) 308-0885. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http;//pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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